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SUBJECT: EDUCATION MINISTER REJECTS STUDENT PROTEST 

REF: JAKARTA 2529 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE SYARIF THAYEB 
TOLD PRESS FEB. 26 AFTER MEETING WITH UNIVERSITY OF 
INDONESIA STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERS THAT HE HAD REJECTED 
THEIR PROTEST AGAINST HIS RULING NO. 028. THE RULING 
HAD BEEN CITED AS THE BASIS FOR FORBIDDING A PLANNED 
STUDENT PARADE FEB. 21 CELEBRATING THE NEW ACADEMIC 
YEAR, AND STUDENT COUNCIL CHAIRMAN DIPO ALAM ANNOUNCED 
FEB. 24 THAT STUDENTS WOULD PROTEST PERSONALLY TO 
MINISTER. THAYEB SAID RULING DID NOT RESTRICT STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES EXCEPT FOR DEMONSTRATIONS AND PARADES, AND 
WAS INTENDED TO PREVENT THE STUDENS FROM GETTING 
INVOLVED IN POLITICS. HE ADDED HE STILL HAS CONFIDENCE 
IN THE STUDENTS. BUT THERE IS NEED FOR CAUTION SO THAT 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES ARE NOT USED BY SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS. 
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